Anesthesia for the pediatric patient.
Infants and children have unique anatomic, physiologic, pharmacologic, and psychological issues relating to perioperative management. Combining this knowledge with the technical skills required for instrumentation of children is essential when contemplating anesthesia for thoracic surgery. Experience and versatility with anesthetic induction technique, airway instrumentation, vascular access and monitoring, single-lung ventilation, regional anesthesia, and postoperative pain management allow for the comprehensive management of thoracic surgical patients at any age.